
 
CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 

 

A constitution serves as the supreme legal framework of a nation, 

outlining the structure of government, distribution of powers, and 

fundamental rights of citizens. It acts as a binding contract that limits 

governmental authority and ensures democratic governance. 

Why do we need the Constitution? 

India needs a constitution to establish a stable democratic framework 

after colonial rule. It ensures governance by the people, protects 

rights, and prevents power abuse. 

Key Reasons 

India's diverse society required a unifying legal document to balance 

unity and regional autonomy. Post-independence, it replaced 

British-imposed laws with sovereign principles of justice, liberty, 

equality, and fraternity. 

●​ Defines government structure: Separates powers among 

legislature, executive, and judiciary for checks and balances. 

●​ Safeguards fundamental rights: Guarantees freedoms like 

speech, equality, and religion against state overreach. 

●​ Promotes social justice: Addresses historical inequalities through 

directives for affirmative action and welfare. 

●​ Ensures rule of law: Sets boundaries on authority, fostering 

accountability and citizen participation. 

●​ Provides stability: Adapts to changes via amendments while 

maintaining core democratic values. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Historical Context 

Framed by the Constituent Assembly from 1946–1949 under Dr. B.R. 

Ambedkar, it drew from global models but suited India's needs. 

Adopted on November 26, 1949, it took effect January 26, 1950, 

marking the republic's birth. 

Indian Constitution Overview 

●​ The Indian Constitution, adopted on November 26, 1949, and 

effective from January 26, 1950, is the world's longest written 

constitution, originally with 395 articles, now expanded to about 

448 through 106 amendments as of 2024.  

●​ It blends rigidity and flexibility, drawing from various global 

sources while establishing a federal structure with a strong 

center, single citizenship, and independent judiciary. 

●​ Key features include the Preamble declaring India a sovereign, 

socialist, secular, democratic republic committed to justice, 

liberty, equality, and fraternity; fundamental rights (Part III); 

directive principles (Part IV); and fundamental duties (Part IVA). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Parts of the Constitution 

The Indian Constitution is divided into 25 Parts (originally 22, with 

some added and one repealed), each addressing specific aspects of 

governance, rights, and administration. These Parts contain 448 

articles (as of recent amendments), providing a detailed framework for 

India's federal structure. 

 

 



 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
SCHEDULES OF INDIAN CONSTITUTION 

The Indian Constitution originally included 8 Schedules when adopted 

in 1950, later expanded to 12 through amendments. These Schedules 

provide detailed lists supporting constitutional articles on territories, 

powers, languages, and governance. 

Overview 

Schedules organize key administrative and legislative details not fully 

covered in the main articles. They evolved from the Government of 

India Act, 1935, with additions like the Ninth (1951), Tenth (1985), 

Eleventh, and Twelfth (1992) 
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SOURCES OF INDIAN CONSTITUTION 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
SALIENT FEATURES OF INDIAN CONSTITUTION 

The Indian Constitution is the supreme law of India and has several 

distinctive features that make it unique among written constitutions. 

Below is a concise discussion of its main salient features. 

 

1. Longest written constitution 

It is the lengthiest written constitution in the world, originally 

containing a Preamble, 395 Articles, and 8 Schedules (now more after 

amendments). This detailed structure covers governance, rights, 

emergency provisions, and special provisions for different regions. 

2. Federal with unitary bias 

India is described as a “Union of States” (Article 1) and has a federal 

structure with two levels of government (Centre and States) and a 

division of powers. At the same time, it has strong unitary features 

such as a powerful Centre, single Constitution, single citizenship, and 

emergency powers. 

3. Parliamentary form of government 

The Constitution establishes a parliamentary system like Britain, 

where the real executive (Council of Ministers headed by the Prime 

Minister) is responsible to the lower house of Parliament. The 

President is the nominal head of state, while real power lies with the 

Prime Minister and Cabinet. 

4. Fundamental Rights and DPSP 

Part III guarantees Fundamental Rights (Articles 12–35), including 

equality, freedom, protection against exploitation, and religious 

freedom. Part IV contains Directive Principles of State Policy, which 



 
guide the State toward social and economic justice, though they are 

non‑justiciable. 

5. Secular, democratic, and sovereign republic 

India is a sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic, republic, as stated 

in the Preamble. It means the State has no official religion, citizens 

choose their government through elections, and there is no hereditary 

head of State 

6. Single citizenship and universal adult franchise 

The Constitution provides single citizenship for all citizens of India, 

regardless of the State they reside in. Universal Adult Franchise gives 

every citizen 18 years and above the right to vote, strengthening its 

democratic character 

7. Independent judiciary and judicial review 

The Constitution sets up an integrated and independent judiciary, 

with the Supreme Court at the top. It has judicial review power to 

examine laws and strike down those that violate the Constitution. 

8. Rigid yet flexible 

The Constitution is a blend of rigidity and flexibility: some provisions 

require a special majority in Parliament and State ratification, while 

others can be amended by ordinary majority. This allows it to be stable 

yet adaptable to changing needs. 

9. Emergency provisions and independent bodies 

Special Emergency provisions (Articles 352, 356, 360) allow the 

Centre to assume greater powers during national, state, or financial 

crises. It also establishes independent bodies like the Election 



 
Commission, UPSC, and others to safeguard democracy and public 

service. 
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