
 
PREAMBLE 

●​ The Preamble to the Constitution of India is a brief introductory 

statement that sets out the guiding principles, ideals, and 

objectives of the Indian Constitution.  

●​ It is often called the “identity card” or “soul” of the Constitution, 

summarising why the Constitution was framed and what kind of 

nation India seeks to be.  

●​ The original Preamble of the Indian Constitution, as adopted by 

the Constituent Assembly on 26 November 1949 and brought 

into force on 26 January 1950, contains a specific set of ideas and 

phrases that define the philosophy and basic structure of the 

Constitution.  

●​ It is not an ordinary heading but a short, carefully worded 

political and philosophical statement that declares who gives the 

Constitution, what kind of State India is, and what values it seeks 

to secure for its citizens. 

Below is a detailed discussion of the original content visible in the 

Preamble, before the 42nd Amendment (1976). 

1. Source of the Constitution: “We, the people of India” 

●​ The Preamble begins with the words “We, the people of India”, 

which clearly indicate that the Constitution derives its authority 

from the people of India, not from any monarch, foreign power, 

or colonial authority.  

●​ This phrase establishes popular sovereignty—the idea that all 

power ultimately vests in the people who have given themselves 

this Constitution. 

 



 
2. Solemly resolved to constitute India into a Sovereign 

Democratic Republic 

●​ “Sovereign Democratic Republic” (original phrasing before 42nd 

Amendment): 

●​ Sovereign: India is an independent State, free from 

external control, capable of making its own laws and 

conducting foreign policy. 

●​ Democratic: The people elect their representatives 

through universal adult franchise; the government is 

responsible to the people. 

●​ Republic: India has an elected head of State (President), 

not a hereditary monarch. The office is not based on birth 

or dynasty. 

These three words together define the basic nature of the Indian State 

as independent, representative, and non‑monarchical. 

3. Objectives clause: What the Constitution seeks to secure 

The Preamble then states that the people have resolved to secure to all 

its citizens certain key objectives: justice, liberty, equality, and 

fraternity. 

a) Justice—“Justice, social, economic and political” 

The original Preamble mentions “Justice, social, economic and 

political”, which means: 

●​ Social justice: Removal of social inequalities based on caste, 

religion, gender, etc. 

●​ Economic justice: Reduction of economic disparities and 

equitable distribution of wealth and opportunities. 



 

●​ Political justice: Ensuring equal political rights and 

participation (e.g., equal voting rights, no discrimination in 

political processes). 

These concepts are closely linked to Fundamental Rights, Directive 

Principles, and later constitutional developments. 

b) Liberty—“Liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and 

worship” 

The phrase “Liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship” 

guarantees freedom of: 

●​ Thought and expression (related to Article 19). 

●​ Conscience and religion (Articles 25–28). 

This liberty is meant to allow individuals to develop freely without 

arbitrary state interference, subject to reasonable restrictions 

c) Equality—“Equality of status and of opportunity” 

The original text promises “equality of status and opportunity”: 

●​ Equality of status: Equal dignity and respect for all citizens; no 

one to be treated as inferior by birth, caste, or religion. 

●​ Equality of opportunity: Equal chances in education, 

employment, and public life, especially through Articles 14–16 

This clause underpins the idea of a non‑discriminatory, egalitarian 

society. 

 

 



 
d) Fraternity—“Fraternity assuring the dignity of the 

individual and the unity of the Nation” 

Originally, the Preamble concluded with “Fraternity assuring the 

dignity of the individual and the unity of the Nation” (later changed to 

“unity and integrity of the Nation” by the 42nd Amendment). 

●​ Fraternity: A sense of brotherhood and common belonging 

among citizens, cutting across regional, religious, and linguistic 

divisions. 

●​ Dignity of the individual: Every person is to be treated with 

respect and self‑worth. 

●​ Unity of the Nation: Protection of national unity and cohesion 

against divisive forces such as communalism, secessionism, or 

extreme regionalism. 

4. Final clause: “We hereby give to ourselves this 

Constitution” 

●​ The concluding line “We do hereby give to ourselves this 

Constitution” (in the operative version) reinforces that the 

Constitution is self‑given by the people of India, not imposed 

from outside.  

●​ This phrase symbolises the democratic and participatory birth of 

the Indian Republic. 

5. Key significance of the original Preamble text 

●​ It reflects the Objectives Resolution moved by Jawaharlal Nehru, 

adopted on 22 January 1947 and later transformed into the 

Preamble. 

●​ In landmark cases such as Kesavananda Bharati (1973) and LIC 

(1995), the Supreme Court held that the Preamble is part of the 

Constitution and helps interpret its basic structure. 



 

●​ The original “Sovereign Democratic Republic” and “unity of the 

Nation” were later amended to “Sovereign Socialist Secular 

Democratic Republic” and “unity and integrity of the Nation” by 

the 42nd Amendment, but the core values of justice, liberty, 

equality, and fraternity remain unchanged 
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